PBDEs
• Additive flame retardants
• Similar chemical structure to PCBs
• Used in high impact plastics, textiles, furniture foam -Not chemically bonded to the products they are incorporated into -Can dissociate out when exposed to light and heat -Releasing non-combustable gasses that dilute flammable gases and scavenge free radicals
• Release to environment from product manufacture, use, disposal
Congeners and formulations
• 209 theoretical congeners -Varying degrees of bromination -Different chemical properties -Environmentally relevant congeners: 28, 47, 99, 100, 153, 154, 183, 197, 209 • Technical products utilise a mixture of congeners 
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Toxicity
• Gannets have be shown to be susceptible to shell thinning caused by DDE (Elliot et al., 1988; Cooke et al., 1979) • PBDEs reported to be associated with shell thinning and impaired reproductive success in other birds of prey (Fernie et al., 2009 : Henny et al., 2009 • No evidence of shell thinning in gannet eggs related to PBDEs (R 2 ≤ 2.41, F≤ 0.96, P > 0.05)
-Levels generally lower than other studies 
